The lectin-binding protein from the pea (Pisum sativum); properties and interactions.
The lectin-binding protein (lectin binder) from the garden pea (Pisum sativum) was studied. It is a glycoprotein composed of four subunits of about 50 000 Da. Its amino-acid composition and molecular mass differ from those of lectin and of storage proteins. The interaction between lectin and lectin binder is demonstrated and quantified by several different methods and is shown to be specifically sugar-dependent. A biological function of lectin binders and lectins is discussed.